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ARTS & THEATRE

Riomar native lives her dream of owning gallery
BY MICHELLE GENZ
Staff Writer

It was the classic esoteric major at
a Seven Sisters school. When Meghan
Candler, island native and graduate of
St. Edward’s School, earned a degree
in art history from Smith College, she
never dreamed of actually putting it to
use, never mind in her home town.

“Whoever gets to use a degree in art
history?” she asks with a laugh.
Yet for the past 26 years, she has
done just that.
Candler has been selling art from
two of the most respected galleries in
Vero, one of them her own.
“There’s nothing else I’d rather do,”
she says.
From her vantage point on a stool at

the Meghan Candler Gallery, the blues
and greens of a current marine exhibit
set off by the all-white space, it’s clear
her Smith lectures on Caravaggio’s use
of shadow might not prove crucial in
an average transaction. But her intelligence comes through, along with a
sunny demeanor, as she walks the gallery explaining her choice of artists and

the styles she thinks will sell.
Typically, she sells to residents of
John’s Island and Windsor looking to
decorate their winter homes, and now
and then, to a collector of the artists
she carries. Last week started with a
delivery to Windsor first thing Monday
morning. Later in the week, she sold
two more paintings and another as a
70th birthday present.
“It will be a better season than last
year,” she says.
For the 43 artists she represents, including 10 of the top local artists, her
gallery has meant an entrée into an artloving community. Several of her artists have found patrons who not only
buy their work but invite them to visit.
Her most recent exhibition, which
drew a packed crowd at its opening last
month, included the works of William
Davis and Ronald Tinney of Cape Cod,
Linda Arnold of John’s Island and New
York, and Boca Raton impressionist
James Kerr.
“There’s always more,” she calls out
cheerily to late-afternoon visitors as
they turn to leave on learning that a
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painting in the window had sold.
Not that the works aren’t irreplaceable. Candler’s optimism comes from
her long years running a gallery. She
knows more works are in the pipeline,
bound to hit a nerve again.
These days, the ease of summer
months is a distant memory, when she
can hang a “Gone Fishing” sign without much fuss from anyone. In season,
her days are long, with walk-ins strolling the Village Shops shady sidewalks
and long-term customers coming by
with a specific need.
“Good art almost sells itself,” she
says. Finding out what customers consider “good,” what price points move
well, and what will keep them coming
back next season, may not be so simple, particularly in a tough economy,
when art sales are flagging elsewhere.
Part of the Candler Gallery’s success
has been her knowledge of her customer base. She fingers a pearl necklace she happens to be wearing – a gift
from one of the regulars who have become her friends over the years.
“What’s really cool is that I’m now
selling art to the children of my customers who’ve grown up visiting Vero
and now they want art for their own
homes elsewhere.”
There was no “home elsewhere” for

Meghan Candler is the owner of the oldest and one of the most successful galleries on the island.			
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Candler; apart from college, she never
left Vero. Candler grew up on Painted
Bunting Lane, the daughter of Vero attorney Michael O’Haire and his wife
Shirley, who herself was born in Vero.
Candler went to school with her
eventual husband-to-be, Rick Candler,
who lived on Live Oak. “I remember
blowing bubbles together at the Riomar pool,” she says.
Meghan was a junior at St. Edward’s
when she and a girlfriend decided to
apply for early admission to college.
Accepted at Smith, she skipped her senior year of high school and enrolled as
a freshman at 16.
Majoring in art history, she spent
her junior year at Harvard and a summer in Paris with the Parsons School of
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Design, staying in a dorm at the Sorbonne.
Though she and Rick stayed in touch
while he was away at boarding school
at Choate, they didn’t fall in love until
both were home on spring break their
senior year of college.
The rest of that year she spent “a lot
of freezing weekends” driving to Colgate University in upstate New York,
where Rick was finishing up.
When both graduated, he went on
to law school at University of Florida,
living with an aunt in Gainesville and
commuting back to Vero on weekends.
He now practices tax law in Vero.
Meanwhile, Meghan found a parttime job with Martha Lincoln, a longtime beach resident who had a gal-

lery on Beachland Boulevard. Candler
ended up managing the gallery for 15
years before deciding to strike out on
her own.
She opened in the Village Shops in
Indian River Shores 11 years ago.
The first year, she says, she “spent
the summer on an airplane,” finding
new artists to open the gallery.
“My core group is still my core group
11 years later,” she says. “I just try to
add things that are fresh when I really
respond to something.
“That’s one of the best part of this
position. At some galleries, the artist
just sends things. I hand pick and work
directly with the artists.”
She says the dual worlds of artist and
buyer are what keep her work so en-

gaging.
“They’re such different situations.
Artists by and large are very interesting
people. And the people who buy art are
pretty terrific. I’ve always found that
people who are interested in art are
open.”
Here, she says, many art buyers have
come from the realm of business. For
them, the business of investing in art is
a whole other world and “a real treat,”
Candler says.
Meanwhile, she continues to infuse
the gallery with new artists, keeping
track of what is selling and imagining
what might sell.
“This whole experience is an education,” she says. “Everybody has book
learning. But then there’s real life.” 

